
 
 
 

Friends of Danang 
May 8, 2008 

Enrico Biscotti Company 
Strip District   

 
MINUTES 

 
 

1. Welcome to Guests: 
We had several guests tonight.  Joe Mazzoni and Bob Fife, friends 
of George; Tom Grove, VN veteran and Tony’s barber; Eleanor 
Zerega, wife of Pete; and Marie Fallon, wife of Tom. 

 
2. Silent Reflection:  individual reflections 

 
      3.  Financial Report: 

There was a reported balance of $9,239.69 in the administrative 
checking account as of April 30, 2008, of which $3,840 is restricted 
for Roger’s book fund.  Therefore, we have a non-discretionary 
balance of $5,399.69. At our March meeting, $90 was collected for the 
Larry Lagattuta Fund, which remains at $6,725.00. 
 A complete report is enclosed. 
 

        
4.  Veteran’s Day Breakfast: 

   We will need all members of FOD to follow up the ads with personal 
phone calls.  Ad requests will go out for all PA congressmen and 
senators. 
A complete report is enclosed. 

      
 

5. Vietnamese Dinner: 
The Vietnamese Dinner that was scheduled for Sunday, June 1, 2008 
has been postponed until further notice.   

 
 
 
 

6. Trip to Vietnam 2008: 



All of those who traveled to Vietnam wanted to express their thanks 
and gratitude to Thanh for making the trip possible.  They all had an 
incredible time and fascinating experiences. 
These are some of the comments of those who returned from Vietnam 
had to say: 

·  Tom and Ed visited the area where Thanh’s mother was born. 
·  They never felt like tourists.  They   got to experience things 

that regular tourists would never get to do. 
·  The bridge is beautiful and was completed with love and care. 
·  The VN veterans wore the uniforms they wore 35 years ago. 
·  They were surprised to see a Pizza Hut in Saigon.  It is a great 

novelty. 
·  The Foreign Affairs Department of Danang recognized 

“Honorable Comrade Chairman Accamando” in his absence. 
·  Pete and Ed were invited to the local “VFW” but time was 

running out and they could not go. 
·  All were amazed at the beauty of Saigon and Danang. 
·  They were glad that many children did not look malnourished. 
·  Ed M added a strong element in talks with the Foreign Affairs 

officials.  One official was a former Viet Cong at age 15 in the 
tunnels.  They exchanged stories and viewed maps together.  It 
was an emotional dinner. 

·  Ellie and Pete showed a slide show of the bridge dedication 
including VN vets, US vets, and villagers. 

 
 
7.  New Project: 
      Several ideas were discussed…schools, medical clinics, water projects. 

Ed M. noted that people are likely to get excited about building schools.  
Dan Pultz’s former marine unit may be interested in building a school in 
VN.  East Meets West told the group that building supplies has increased 
considerably.  A new school may be financially out of our reach.  Ed Kelly 
gave a strong argument for water projects which is a basic need. 
  
The Foreign Affairs Department of Danang has asked us to build a dam. 
Even if we elect not to do that, we need to respond. 
 
Do we need to build an entire school?  Could we supplement a school with 
running water, toilets, and computers? 
Mark Conroy’s wife took them on tour of water projects in the area. 
We need to keep in mind the needs of the children, stay together, and 
motivate others to want to participate. 
 
Tony contacted the Vietnam Children’s Fund regarding building schools in 
VN.  They have invited us to partner with them.  The letter is enclosed. 



This is a consideration: a if Dan’s former marine unit, the FOD, and the 
Vietnamese Children’s Fund each raised $50,000, we may be able to build 
a school and a water well. 
 
The discussion continued and schools and water projects seem to the most 
popular.  A question from the past was raised, “What is the best way to 
help the children?” Rotary Clubs are focusing on water projects around the 
world. 
 
Elaine suggested that we form a steering committee to research needs and 
have facts ready.  Volunteers included Elaine, Noreen, Tom, Mary Lou, Ed 
K, George, Tony, and Deb. 

 
8.  Open Discussion: 
     Elaine contacted the director of the Silk Screen Festival.  The movie will 
be shown on May 11th, Mother’s Day, at Regent Square at 3:00.  It may be an 
opportunity to sell some of our books. 
 
My Hahn graduated from Duquesne University on May 3rd cum laude!!  Her 
benefactors from New Mexico were there and her mother traveled from 
Vietnam to attend. 
 
Many positive comments come through our email after seeing our website or 
viewing “In Country.” 
 
Maureen McGarvey, daughter of T.J., is a guidance counselor at Clairton 
High School.  Maureen, along with some of her students, had a fundraiser 
called “Dancing for Danang.”  Please see the enclosed letter for more detail. 

 
 
 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 12, 2008 at 
Enrico Biscotti Co. at 7:00 pm.   

 
See you there.   

         Respectfully submitted, 
 
        

 
 
Enclosures: 

·  Financial Report 
·  VDB Committee meeting report 
·  Letter from Vietnam Children’s Fund 
·  Letter from Clairton High School 

 



 

 
 

 


